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the word "substandard” is a word that is nore likely to be
used or that the city council is likely to adopt. oon

that basis, | amgoing to vote agai nst the Beutl er anendnent,
al t hough as Senator DeCanp said, that is a policy decision
that frankly does not critically kill Ohe bill.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Chanbers, then Senator Vickers.
Senat or Vickers, why don't you go ahead and then we will

catch Senat or Chanbers when he cones back.

SENATCOR VICKERS: M. President and nenmbers, | amgoing to
support the anendnment and | cone froma rural area, too,

| should rem nd everybody but it seens to nme that if

bl'i ghted can be applied to the Omha, Lincoln area, the
urban areas, there are many areas in this state in the
rural areas where the term"blighted" could apply Just

as well. The term "substandard", as | nentioned the other
day on this floor, | think is so vague that it is al nost
unwor kabl e anyhow. What exactly does substandard neanV

| assume that it nmeans anything | ess than average. Now
if we want to apply it that broad, if it is the policy of
this Legislature to say that any place in this state that
is bel ow average would qualify for this type of assistance
or this type of program then | guess that is the policy
that this Legislature needs to make. But if the policy of
this Legislature is that it should apply only to those

Bl aces that are really hurting or inreally bad shape,
lighted, if you want, then | think we should eliminate
the word "substandard". Now | suggest to you that many of
the small towns in rural Nebraska that by anybody's defini-
tion of blighted that this could be applied to. MWy

own hometown could certainly qualify. If you say sub-
standard and you apply the standard of the villages the
size of Farnam against all the other villages out there
that size, maybe it wouldn't apply because they are all
about in that sane shape. Now whether they are all bel ow
average or not, | don't know. |f you apply the substan-
dard agai nst perhaps Farnamwi th a town the size of
McCook, then obviously Farnam woul d be substandard. But
if you |l ook at the downtown area itself and you say there
is alot of enpty stores here, there is a lot of businesses
t hat have noved out, obviously it is a blighted area. |
do not understand how renoving the word "substandard" is
going to work to a detrinment of rural Nebraska any nore
than it does to the urban areas of this state because |
don't think you can use that term nol ogy anyhow. | don' t
under stand how you can make it that broad. | don't under-
stand how this Legislature can follow that philosophy. |
think what we are tal king about is whether we want to apply
this to a relatively narrow areas to assist those areas or
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